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of San Lorenzo where he proposed to erect a splendid chapel,
at the hour of half-past two on Good Friday, the day of the
most holy Passion of our Saviour, came to the place accom-
panied by the whole court. He gave to the Prince Cosimo,
his eldest son, a gold spade for the purpose, with which the
latter, digging the site where the foundations were to be
laid, dug out a portion of the earth, and with his own hands
loaded a smell gold basket with it, and then raising this
earth began the work of the foundations. This being finished,
the Grnnk Duke concluded the ceremony by saying in a loud
voice, 'Here shall be our end'"12

One wonder? how far Ferdinand I, standing in the corner of
the Piazza Madonna in the space allotted to the new build-
ing, sunoundcd by his numerous sons and daughters and his
magnificent court, in making the speech with which he con-
cluded the laying of the foundation-stone of the great
mausoleum, looked forward into the future, as he evidently
did look back into the past. He certainly little imagined that
the long roll of family tombs, lying some in the Old Sacristy,
some in the New Sacristy, and some in the mausoleum which
he was founding, would end four generations later with a tomb
laid where he stood over one who was the last solitary de-
scendant of the family

The construction of this huge work, which was intended
to be as splendid as size and the decoration of the interior
with a profusion of precious stones could make it, occupied
more than a hundred years, and called forth various descrip-
tions of art work in Florence, originating in particular one
important industry which still flourishes.13 Begun by Ferdi-
nand I, the construction of this mausoleum continued during
the whole of the reigns of his four successors, not being really
finished u until after the death of the last of them. The
design of the building as we now see it completed is an im-
mense octagonal chapel surmounted by a dome, the interior
of the walls covered with rich marbles, and round the chapel
the sarcophagi of the seven Medici Grand Dukes, each